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A clean, well-lighted place
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘A clean, well-lighted place’ is a short story by Earnest Hemingway. The author majors his work on two waiters; that is, old waiter and an older waiter, both attending the cafe. The main character is seated and taking alcohol. He continues to drink while ordering another one. The young waiter is in a hurry to lock up since he wants to go to bed and has a wife waiting in bed (Hemingway, 1933). The young man has confidence, a job, and youth, everything needed to value life as insinuated by the older waiter.
The old man goes daily to cope and escape loneliness. His world is full of darkness and is full of despair that prompted him to attempt to take his life. The café is a way of escape for him from his loneliness. It represents a light for him. The young waiter, who is in a hurry to get home, argues that he is not lonely since he has a wife waiting for him (Hemingway, 1933). However, the older waiter relates to the situation of the old man. He understands what he goes through when he says he loves it when he is up. The old man stays up to escape the feeling of despair. When the older waiter responds to the young one by saying it is not the same when you drink at home the old man is in darkness. That represents loneliness and despair. 
The old man and the older waiter deal with despair in different ways. According to Hemmingway (1933), the old man had a wife, and his attempt to commit suicide due to despair was unsuccessful, and the only way to deal with it is to drink every day at the café. Sitting in the café alone is like having company and is not the same as himself. The older waiter, when praying, uses 'nada,' a Spanish word that means 'nothing' in place for God implying that religion is not at all a way of dealing with despair (Hemingway, 1933). It implies a life with nothing and deals with his despair by hanging out in clean and well-polished places like the café. The less polished bars do not lessen the nothingness of life and despair. To him, there is no perfect relationship between life and man.
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